
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, May 19, 2021, 7:00 PM 

Held remotely via “Zoom.us” 

 

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Village of Franklin Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairman, David Goldberg, via Zoom, Franklin, MI at 7:00 PM. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Paul Brakeman (Franklin, MI), Nena Downing (Franklin, MI), Stuart Wooters 

(Franklin, MI). Linda Novak (Franklin, MI), Pete Halick (Franklin, MI), David 

Goldberg (Franklin, MI), Raj Abbass (Franklin, MI)         

Absent: None 

Also Present: Kathy Erlich, Village Council Liaison; Sarah Traxler, Planning Consultant, 

McKenna & Associates; Chris Doozan, Planning Consultant, McKenna & 

Associates; Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk; Roger Fraser, Village Administrator 

 

III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Wooters requested adding IX. Old Business, A. Garden Fences Discussion. 

 

Motion by Wooters, seconded by Downing to add under IX. Unfinished Business,  

B. Garden Fences Discussion to the Agenda. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Wooters  Aye 

Brakeman Aye 

Halick  Aye 

Abbass  Aye 

Downing   Aye 

Novak  Aye 

Goldberg  Aye 

 

Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Novak, seconded by Brakeman to adopt the Agenda, as amended. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Brakeman Aye 

Halick  Aye 

Abbass  Aye 

Downing   Aye 

Novak  Aye 

Wooters  Aye 

Goldberg  Aye 

 

Motion carried.  
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Goldberg stated that the remaining items in IX. Unfinished Business would drop down to C. 

Master Plan Implementation and D. Master Plan Review. 

 

IV. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

A.  Regular Meeting of April 21, 2021 

On page 7, Downing corrected a word in the second paragraph under C. Master Plan 

Implementation, 1. Safety Pathways/Safe Walking Zones, a. Village Owned Land Inventory and 

Analysis. The second sentence should read, “This land should be crossed off the list on Map 8 

and the three (3) which Goldberg identified.” 

 

Motion by Downing, seconded by Wooters to approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting 

of April 21, 2021, as amended. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Halick  Aye 

Abbass  Aye 

Downing  Aye 

Novak  Aye 

Wooters  Aye 

Brakeman Aye 

Goldberg  Aye 

 

Motion carried. 

  

V. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

Fraser noted there will be a special Council Meeting this coming Tuesday at 6 PM to consider 

and approve the contracts to extend the sidewalks pursuant to the recent vote. This would finish 

last year’s project of  sidewalks along Franklin Rd. to 13 Mile Rd. The second item on the 

agenda would be about staffing questions.  

 

Downing asked for a clarification concerning Council and the issue of “Garden Fences”. 

Goldberg explained that Council had not put the first reading of this item on its agenda and, 

therefore, Planning could continue its discussion and possibly amend its recommendation. Fraser 

surmised that the delay had to do with the timing of gathering all the pertinent documents. He 

expected it to be on the agenda of Council’s June meeting. 

 

Downing questioned if all meetings were open to the public as was discussed at the last Council 

meeting or would the public be notified of such. Fraser stated most meetings were on the 

calendar with the time and date. 

 

Halick requested an update on the house on Normandy which has the cyclone fence around it. 

Fraser provided the latest information. 

 

Goldberg introduced Chris Doozan, the Village’s new Planning Consultant, who will be 

replacing Traxler. Many Thanks and Good Wishes were extended to Traxler. 
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VI. BUDGET AND EXPENSES REPORT 

There were general comments about the YTD and Budget Totals. 

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 There were no comments. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Review of Sign Ordinance – Temporary and Personal Expression Signs 

Goldberg briefly introduced this subject and stated this issue would be discussed tonight and 

addressed next month. During the last election, the Police Chief and the Village office received 

numerous calls regarding the political signs. When the Sign Code was addressed the last time, 

several subjects were missed, creating some angst for the Police Department and its enforcement 

of it.  

 

Traxler educated the Commissioners on the history of Franklin’s sign standards and included the 

more recent 2015 U.S. Supreme Court decision regulating the content of signs with regards to: 

the time limit it can be displayed; the way the sign is constructed, designed, and its size; and its 

placement on the land in relationship to particular zoning districts, such as in a Right of Way. 

Thus, some standards needed to be re-written. One addition to the Sign Code would be a 

timetable for allowable temporary signs.  

 

A memo addressing specific issues as suggested in the Police Chief’s memo and others would be 

sent to the Commissioners. This will be on next month’s agenda for a discussion. 

 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Short Term Rentals 

 Goldberg stated this issue was on the agenda until Planning receives further direction from the 

Council or from the legislature. A second reading of this item was never approved by Council, 

partly due to the timeframe for the new Village attorney to be able to review it.  

 

B. Garden Fences Discussion 

 Wooters questioned if the proposed 8 feet fence height should be re-considered, as he had seen 

some 10 ft. fences in the Village. Dinnan had also mentioned that Planning had not addressed the 

perimeter fences which had been used to border an owner’s property and were no longer being 

used. Goldberg questioned Planning if this issue of removal should be part of the Ordinance. 

This Ordinance has not been presented to Council and could be changed to include both or one 

of these changes if Planning so desired. 

 

When the Garden Fence Ordinance is presented to Council, Goldberg will mention Planning’s 

discussion about the 8 ft./10 ft. height issue.  

  

C. Master Plan Implementation 

1. Safety Pathways/Safe Walking Zones 

a. Village Owned Land Inventory and Analysis 
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Goldberg referred to the 1997 Master Plan analysis of items which he listed. He requested 

Traxler/Doozan send information about these items to the Commissioners. He also referred to 

Traxler’s May 12, 2021, memo about three (3) options to consider in regard to future plans for 

Village-owned property: Ad Hoc Evaluation; Analysis and Recommendations in the Master 

Plan; Parks and Recreation and Property Management Plan.   

 

Goldberg noted the chart that he had put together, cross-referencing “Pete’s Chart” and the 1997 

list of properties. He had walked all the properties which he described and had opinions on some, 

such as the Jen Stan property, which he felt warranted some further consideration as to being 

walkable areas. He will fill in the questions on his chart and email it the Commissioners. 

 

The question of who was maintaining some of the “triangular” pieces of properties was 

discussed. 

 

b. Jen Stan 

Goldberg was curious as to what the Historical Society’s plan was for this property. Downing 

referred to the hand-written map as the plan for the property: clear out and groom the area.  

 

In general, Halick would like the opinions of someone who was proficient in “wood lot 

management”. Wooters expressed his opinion about the Wellington and Irving Rd. and Jen Stan 

properties and Goldberg added the Wellington and Fairgrove area. 

 

Goldberg was leaning towards the #1 and #2 approaches suggested in Traxler’s May 12, 2021, 

memo, Park, Recreation, and Open Space Master Planning in Michigan, and gave his reason for 

not being in favor of #3. 

  

Halick asked Traxler and Doozan if there was a procedure which should be followed? Traxler 

suggested answering Halick’s exact questions in written form as there were several different 

approaches. The beginning process would be to figure out the cost for an arborist and/or 

ecologist to get an evaluation of the existing vegetation, including trees; to engage a landscape 

architect or someone with a similar skillset to figure out some improvement areas and sketch 

and/or map out a plan which could be sent out for bids; to establish different categories into 

which to place all the appropriate properties (Traxler provided some examples); and to establish 

the #1 public space in the Village which would be the Village Green. Traxler gave examples of 

similar plans which other cities had accomplished without spending a lot of money. Such detail 

clarification, analysis, and implementation of the Village’s Master Plan would be appropriate.  

 

As part of this plan, Novak had additional concerns which needed to be addressed, including an 

evaluation and protection of the Village wildlife. 

                                 

Traxler will provide the Commissioners with some materials from older Master Plans. Erlich will 

update Council on what Planning is considering as its next project and Downing will update the 

Historical Society on what Planning, with the help of the Council, is hoping to accomplish.  
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c. Safety Pathway Plan 

With the passage of the vote on the concept of sidewalks along 13 Mile Rd. and Franklin Rd., 

Goldberg mentioned this might lead to future consideration of pathways along other major roads 

in the Village. He felt Planning needed better direction from Council as to what the next plans 

would be. 

 

Halick emphasized and supported by Goldberg that the “map” which the Planning Commission 

used for its non-professional analysis was only an internal “working map”. Goldberg tagged it as 

a “starting point”. Wooters recommended that HRC become involved in this proposal. Traxler 

expressed her thoughts on the pathways in the Village. It was Goldberg’s thought that it was 

appropriate for the Council to give Planning some direction and possible next step in this matter. 

 

Brakeman introduced the subject of sidewalk maintenance and who would be responsible for it. 

Erlich had a suggestion regarding the material which might be used for specific sidewalks.  

 

Goldberg requested the Commissioners drive along 13 Mile Rd. and Franklin Rd. (south of 13 

Mile Rd.), take notes about possible sidewalks, and explore the Village open spaces. He will 

reach out to the Council about those issues and discuss how it would like Planning to approach 

the open space issues as well as possible spending of money on areas, such as the Jen Stan 

parcel. 

 

D.  Master Plan Review 

The sub-committee will continue working on the redrafting of chapters and invited the 

committee to bring a few chapters to the Commission for its review. Some of the re-drafting 

could be handled by Doosan. Traxler assured the Commission that Doosan was up to date on the 

revisions.  

  

X. GENERAL COMMUNICATION 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates: Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting, June 16, 2021, 7:00 

PM. 

The decision was made for the meeting to be via Zoom. 

 

XI.  ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Downing to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted,     

Gail Beke, Recording Secretary 

 

       __________________________ 

Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk 


